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Dear Friends: 


We are 75 years old! Our shared jour- 
ney has taken us through much, What we have 
given through prayer and service can not be 
measured. And still we continue &s alive as 
ever. God's Spirit continually finds ways 
of renewing us and enlivening us. Thanks be 
to God. 


Herein is told our story. We began as 
a Mission of the Episcopal Hospital. We 
continue as a Mission of the Diocese wit- 
nessing to Christ's healing love. 


As Vicar of this Mission, let me wel- 
come you to our Anniversary. Your loyalty 
and support have made it possible. Your 
active involvement will continue to make 
the fellowship of our parish family real. 
Share in what goes on at B & Huntingdon, 
and above all give the support of your 
prayers. 


Faithfully yours, 


Fr. Clifford Cutler 
Vicar 


A Short History of 
St, Luke's Church 
Compiled by John Kirk 


As we celebrate the 75th Anniversary 


“of St. Luke's Church, Kensington, on May 1, 


1979,. how many of us realize that actually 
we are an off-spring of the Episcopal Hos- 


, pital Mission (founded April 19, 1863)? 
The iast celebration of the Holy Communion 
. for the Mission was held in the Hospital 


Chapel, April 3, 1904, 

St. Luke's Church was consecrated by 
Bishop Whittaker on Sunday, May 1, 1904, 
although the first service in SM new church 
was held on April 24, 1904. 

St. Luke's, at the corner of B & Hun- 
tingdon Streets, was the dream and sacri- 
fice of many people, its ‘sdid that many 
chances and even hoíoemade Soup were sold 
to help defray the cost of building the 
Church, Of course many prominent and weal- 
chy individuals contributed greatly. 

Prior to the building of St. Luke' S 
24 men, who were citizens of the Common» 
wealth, associated themselves and formed a 
congregation for the worship of Almighty 
God, 

They were desirous of becoming incor- 
porated, agreeable to the act of the Gen- 
eral Assembly, of the Commonwealth of Penn- 
sylvania.. The Official seal of Certificate 
of Incorporation took place on June 9, 1904 

St. Luke's has weathered many storms 
and even seen people leave because of them. 
Yet through it all the parish. has never 
lost its sense of mission’ and hope. St. 
Luke's has gone on and continued its min- 
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fa i £ kits were made fox the suerican Red Cross, 
istry through the loyalty and dedication o Packages were sent to many servicemen. 
its members. t Some vestrymən were air-raid wardens at the 


The catastrophy of the stock market Mo Wi ike ve Eo 
crash in 1929, forced many businesses, banks, Pend P P 8 second World 


and churches to close, and while St. Luke's 
had its share of problems, it again survived. 
During these Depression years’ of our 
country when practically everyone owed tre- 
'mendous bills and had very little to eat, 
and very little fuel to keep warm, St. Luke's 
ysg TU agi digester mounting and our income sisted of 45 to 50 voices, all volunteers, 
y and all reise thei alente 
was decreasing, but through foresight, many etree to exerci e their talen o. 
y Manv Lave gained professioual recognition 
functions were held to ease the pain and The Oceana Ma: Moran mina e 
as o Sn. ge eine Ae for more than Sach dL fens." 
movies, demonstrations, cake sales, contests, z | TFA piaia e 
dinners, and yes, even radio (now called a lia Er A y FF Colony 
bingo). Practically anything that could EA a RINT MYR eyn nni 
“bring in revenue for the Church was tried. Yt E y t4 have eat, 
Yes, St. Luke's has been heavily in debt, Fyd “aid when companies would otherwise 
, : ; have closed, putting E Jork, kh 
but through prayers, faith, and belief, God osed, putting many out of work, he 
has shown ua a way to go forward and reach 
out, 


St. Luke's can boast of having had 
approximately 600 children in Sunday School 
years ago, There was a cradle roli, pri- 
mary depértment, junior department, and 
senior department, The.membership, includ 
ing aduits, reached 900, The choir con- 


started cooperativos at a hosiery mill and 
a towel mill to save jobs. 

Every minister who ha’ served St. Luke's 
can be credited with many accomplishments, 
but to record the full history within the 
Space permitted by the scope of this booklet 
necessitates the omission of wich material 
and factual information 

Yes, our Church has seen many changes 
in 75 years. As radio, Sunday movies, Sun- 
day sports and TV came along, the attend- 
ance at St. Luke's declined, as it did in 


When the Church was built, horses and 
carriages, push carts and bicycles were in 
style. There were no elevated trains, buses, 
taxis, or cars for transportation. Most 
people walked and looked forward each week 
to attend servfces and greet their friends. 

Practically everyone lived and worked 
nearby. Whereas today, while many continue 
to work and live near the Church, the ease 
of modern travel has tended to spread us 


duté E most churches, but again-we survived, and 
During World War I, and the wars that are seeing it begin to grow again slowly. 
followed; St.) Luke 's proudly saw many of its The neighborhood has changed, the services. 
people in ynîform. All have served their had some changes and many more observations 
country honorably,’ could be made, but didn't we overcome! 
The women had many projects during some Let us be thankful, yes, very thankful 


of these wars, Many bandages and first aid -> 
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that St. Luke's is opened to all vcopte at 
all times, 

We have had and still have a Get-Set 
program that meets on our bcautifully reno- 
vated 2nd floor in the parish house five 
days a week, We have a Community Center in 
the parish house gymnasium that serves many, 
many people. This includes sports, arts & 
crafts, dancing, music, etc. Community or- 
ganizations meet Fer2. In short, St. Luke's 
is serving the community in religion and 
any other service that can be rendered, 

This is what the Church is all about. 

We have grown through an unending pro- 
cession of inspired and dedicated men, 
women, and children. 

God has always raised up individuals to 
meet the needs of the times. 

There have been many, many people in 
the 75 years of St. Luke's who have served 
faithfully, but to try to mention all their 
names without unknowingly omitting some 
would be an injustice. However, to omit 
the story of “Mother Superior" would render 
the history incomplete, 

In the 30 years of her attendance, she 
has devoted more hours than could be accounted 
for, involving herself in cleaning, cooking, 
painting, altar guild work, secretarial work, 
opening and closing the Church, shoveling 
snow, choir mother, vestrywoman, and you name 
it - she has done it. Some years ago a per- 
son started calling her "Mother Superior” 
and ‘she accepted it with a smile. She has 
experienced sickness and sorrow, but still 
continues vigorously in carrying on the 
Lord's work, We salute you Grace Micciche, 
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There have been many memorials donated 
to the Church ín the 75 years of its service, 
more than can here be named and so, St, 
Luke's says, thank you and God bless you all, 

What about the future? You, your chil- 


_ dren, relatives, neighbors, and friends arc 
the ones who will attend, serve and sacri- 


fice to the glory of God toward the 100th 
Anniversary of St. Luke's in the year 2004, 
Remember those ten two-letter words -- IF 
IT IS TO DE, IT IS UP TO ME, 


VENTURE IN MISSION 


A great tribute to the parishioners of 
St. Luke's on this 75th Anniverary is their 
commitment to participation in "Venture In 
Mission", a program of the Church to raise ` 
money for various Church sponsored programs 
in the city and around the world, The goal 
for St. Luke's is to raise $6500. over three 
years. We have accepted the goal and hope 
to go over the top, 

One of the Venture in Mission programs 
is taking place right here at St. Luke's, 
It is called Project Strive and provides ` 
counseling for young people in our neigh- 
borhood. 

You will be hearing more about Venture 
In Mission as we go along. The Rector will 
preach on it during the month of May, and 
one Sunday a month will be known as "Venture 
Sunday" where preaching and special offer-. 
ings will be centered around Venture In 
Mission, 

St. Luke's began as a mission of Epis- 
copal Hospital, we continue as a mission 
of the Diocese, and we are committed to 
witnessing Christ's love through the Venture 
In Mission Program. 
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Did you know -- 


* a Church service was held here for a 
recipient of the Gimbel Award? 
(Mrs. Bradford, founder of the Light- : 
house Boys Club) . 


* about 40 years ago, St. Luke's had a' 
house in Cape May, N.J., where many 
parishioners enjoyed summer vacations? 
(known as Holiday House) 


* many basketball, soccer, and baseball 
trophies were won by St. Luke's teams? 


* our Church seats approximately 600 
people, including choir sialls? 


* St, Luke's had a Boy Scout Troop for 
many years (and now has its own Wil- 
derness Club)? 


* roller skating was a popular attraction 
on the second floor of the parish house 
for several years? 


* at one time Sunday School was held at 
“a Deble't 


* evening Church services, with full 
choir, were held each Sunday at 7:30 
p.m,? 


* St. Luke's had a former rector who be- 
came Bishop of Vermont? (Bishop Booth) 


* a former rector was a colonel during 
World War II? (Fr. Colony) 


* a former rector is remembered to this 
day for his fíne preaching and for 
having placed a caring hand on many a 
needy shoulder? (Fr. Jeffreys) 
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* 


a former rector composes great music, 
including a hymn for the Episcopal 
Church's Venture In Mission, and also 
became the father of three children 
during his term at St. Luke's? 

(Fr, Lorenz) 


a former rector is solely responsible 
for acguiring our great pipe organ 
(valued at $42,000,) from Bryn Athyn 
Cathedral for a price of $3500. includ- 
ing dismantling, moving, and installing? 
(Fr. Henderson) 


t St. Lukc*s has had only one member in 


its history to become a priest, and he 
is still very active?. (Fr. Wm. Brown 3rd) 


St. Luke's had a member wbc became a 
nun? (Jean Crossley) 


© St. Luke's was assigned a woman priest 


for many months? (Rev. Carol Chamberlain) 


who the rector was that served the longest ` 
term? (Rev. Hawthorne) 


a former rector, during hîs term had the 
Church steam cleaned, and all the hand 
rails installed? (Fr. Treleaven) 


St. Luke's had the privilege and pleas- 
ure of a monsignor participating in the 
institution of a zector? (Monsignor 
Edward Flatley, Visitation Parish), 

Fr. Clifford Cutler, our present rector, 
instituted Oct. 18, 1978 (St. Luke's Day) 


* our oldest, active member is Mrs. Fred 
Mahle (Lucy), 85 years young? Married 
at St. Luke's by Rev. Perry Austin in 
1920. 


* our newest and youngest member is Kylie 
Crompton Baptized at St. Luke's on 
April 22, 2979, N 
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The first bishop to visit St. Luke's 
Church was the Rt. Rev. Ozi W. Whitaker, 
who also consecrated the Church and Parish, 

The following bishops from Pennsylvania 
have also visited us: Rt. Rev's, Alexander 
MacKay Smith, Philip M. Rhinelander, Thomas 
J Garland, Francis M., Taitt, William P.. 
Remington, Oliver J, Hart, Joseph G. Arm- 
strong, Robert L. DeWitt, Lyman C. Ogilby, 
and J. Brooke Mosely.. DARS . 

Our records also show that Bishops: 
Capers, Van Buren, Anderson, Du Moulin, 
Morland, Fiske, Su, Davenport (Easton, Md.), 
Atwood (Arizona), Abbott (Louisville, Ky.), 


also visited us. | 
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The first rector of St. Luke's Caurch 
was Joseph Manuel who served from 1994 to 
1914, The following succeeded him and 
were instituted accordingly: 


Samuel Booth 1914 = 1919 
Perry Austin 1919 - 1923 
William J. Hawthorne 1923 - 1936 
David C. Colony 1937 - 1942 
Gideon C. lioatgomery 1943 - 1947 
William H. Jeffreys 1949 - 1951 
`. John Waterloo Treleaven 1952 - 1958 
H. Roberts Lorenz 1958 - 1969 
Theodore Henderson 1970 - 1977 
E. Ciifford Cutler 1978 - 


May it be known that Rev. Edward McCance 
and Rev. Ceorge Ashley were supply priests 
during 1942 aud 1943, Rev. Cotton Fite was 
a supply priest during 1969 and 1970, Rev. 
Carol Chamberlain was a supply priest during 
1978. There have been many other priests 
who served St, Luke's on occasions, but 
unfortunately our records do not list them 
all, but to all we say -- thank you, 


HAHAHAHA HERA 
Present activities at St. Luke's include: 


Acolytes, Altar Guild, Alcoholics Anonymous, 


‘Bazaar, Choir (Men - Women € Children), 


Christian Education, Church School, Community 
Center, Get-Set Program, Healing Services, 
Stewardship Program, Ushers, Venture In Mis~ 
sion, Lay Readers, Vestry, Wilderness Club, 
Women's Group, and our latest, Project Strive, 
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THE VESTRI G7 3°. LUKE iS 

y 1904 - 1979 
Howard New, Rector's Warden 
Arthur Stever, Treasurer í $ -75TH ANNIVERSARY PROGRAM 
Susanna Millan, Secretary Y 

William Coder 


Marge DiGiacinto ~: Anniversary Dinner - Sat., May 5, 5:30 p.m. 
Irene Fox - 

Denise Glinkowski 

John Kirk AR NA'R NÓ 

Grace Micciche 

Peggy Sander Fresh Melon Cocktail 


Janice Studer 


Hearts of Celery Rosebud Radishes 


sa Queen Olives 


The Rev, E. Clifford Cutler, Rector 
Mr. Carl E, Metzge:, Assistant 
Mr. William M. Alford, Organist 


Cream of Chicken Rice Soup 
Boneless Breast of Chicken 


‘Homestyle Filling Cream Sauce 


White Potato Croquette Fresh Peas 

SCHEDULE OF SERVICES Assorted Dinner Rolls Butter 

Sunday Vanilla Ice Cream 
8.a.m. Eucharist di 
10:30 a.m. Eucharist Anniversary Pound Cake. 
Weekdays Coffee Tea Sanka 
- Tuesdays, 7:30 p.w, Eucharist 
Thursdays, 9:30 a.m. Eucharist Catered by Degenhardts (est. 1888) 


Laying on of hands for 
healing at these services. CONCERT 


The New Life Singers 


AS th eS 


AN EXCERPT FROM: 
"God's Mansions in Heaven and on Earth" 
A Sermon Preached at the ARNAU of 
St. Luke's Church, Kensington, May 1, 1904 


By the Rev. John B. Falkner, D.D. 


"Where are these homes (God's Mansions)? 
They stand in every place where the child- 
ren of God need them! Look, in imagination, 
over this great city: count the sacred 
towers and steeples which re-ch towards 
Heaven and connect it with earth; listen 
to their bells and their chimes as the 
music breaks in upon the turmoil and trouble 
of the people, with the loving invitation, 
"Come home, come home -- come to your 
Father's house and rest!" in the ways of 
commerce, in the poverty stricken streets, 
among the abodes of sorrow, even in the 
midst of the haunts of sin - everywhere -- 
God has caused his houses to be built, that 
whosoever will, may enter them and find 
an Almighty Father*s bosom on which to lean 
his weary head," 


